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HANNAH AND SAMUEL 

1 Samuel 1; 2:11, 18–21 
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Message God elects individuals to fulfil specific tasks. 

Learning 

Objectives 

The children will learn: 

 God answered Hannah's prayer. 

 Hannah kept her promise to God. 

 God also elects us to fulfil specific tasks. 

Bible Text 1 Samuel 1; 2:11, 18-21 

 

 
Hannah and Samuel 

 

 
In a city called Ramathaim Zophim in Israel, there 

lived a man named Elkanah. He and his wife Hannah 

had no children. Every year Elkanah went with his 

family to Shiloh to bring a sacrifice to God. Elkanah 

loved Hannah very much. Hannah cried and she 

would not eat, because she had no children. 

Hannah's husband asked, "Why are you crying and 

why will you not eat anything? Why are you so sad? 

Do I not care for you more than ten sons?" 

Once when they were in Shiloh, Hannah went to the 

temple. She was upset and prayed to God. She cried 

bitterly and promised God, "Lord, if you can see the 

grief of Your maidservant and remember me, 

 

 
do not forget Your  maidservant,  but  give  me  a 

son, I will give him back to You as Your servant." 

Eli, the high priest, comforted her and said, "Go in 

peace. God will answer your prayer." Hannah 

returned to the others. She had something to eat 

and no longer felt so sad. 

The next morning they set off early and returned to 

Ramathaim. God did not forget Hannah. In time she 

gave birth to a son, whom she named Samuel. 

When Elkanah was to go to Shiloh to make his 

annual sacrifice, Hannah did not go with him. 

She said to her husband, "When the boy is weaned 

I will take him to Shiloh and bring him into the 

Lord's house. Then he will stay there as I promised 

God." When the time came Hannah and Samuel 

went to Shiloh and made an offering of three bulls, 

flour, and wine. 

Hannah said to Eli the high priest, "I am the woman 

who stood before you and prayed to the Lord. I 

prayed for this son and God answered my prayer. 

Now I am returning my son to God." 

 
Samuel grew up with Eli the high priest. Hannah 

and Elkanah visited him every year when they 

came to Shiloh to make their sacrifice. Each year 

his mother brought him a new coat. Samuel 

became a famous prophet. His mother, Hannah, 

gave birth to three more sons and two daughters. 
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Repeat the Message 

God elects us to fulfil specific tasks. 

Hannah and Samuel 
 
 

 

Suggestions for the Teacher 

 

Lead-In 
Show the picture to the children. Discuss with them what they see. Ask what she/he may feel…. 

Let some of the children play the story in a role-play. Instruct them before. 

Provide disguise / fancy dress. 

 
 
 

Lesson Instructions 

Begin telling the story… 

Discuss with the children... 
 How does Hannah pray? (She prays from the depth of her heart for a long time.) 

 How does Eli react to Hannah’s behaviour in the temple? 

(He is angry. / Later on he is ashamed and promises that God will answer her prayer.) 

 What does Hannah mean when she says: “I will give him back to You“? 

(She will give him back to God to be His servant.) 

 What does Hannah feel when she takes Samuel to the high priest to serve in the temple? 

(She recognises that it was God who gave her a son and she wants to keep her promise.) 

 

 

Have the children repeat… 
- God answered Hannah’s prayer. 

- Hannah kept her promise to God. 

- God also elects us to fulfil specific tasks. 

 
 

Real-Life Application (explain the following) 

 Have you ever asked your parents for something that you really wanted? 

 If we are prompted to do a specific task in God´s work, we should do it. 

 God answered Hannah’s prayers. 

 Ask the children to tell of their experiences of how God has answered their prayers. 
 
 
 




